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Overview 
Nikki is a hydrogeologist of high standards and a strong commitment to excellence, with more than 
20 years’ experience in the groundwater industry across the academic, government and private sectors. 
Her main area of interest throughout her career has been the application of environmental tracer and 
numerical modelling techniques to address questions relating to resource sustainability and 
management. A PhD and a post-doctoral fellowship, the latter in Canada, provided solid foundations in 
different areas of geochemistry and environmental isotopes across a range of geographical and 
geological settings. More recently, Nikki’s focus has been on delivering science that addresses specific 
needs of stakeholders and directly informs resource management, first during eight years leading 
numerous projects in SA Government, and in 2011-2015 with the National Centre for Groundwater 
Research and Training as  Project Leader for the Goyder Institute-funded South East Regional Water 
Balance project.  

Over the past seven years at IGS, Nikki has been the Principal Groundwater Modeller and Geochemist 
on a range of major projects for irrigation, mining and government clients, with a strong emphasis on 
development of robust conceptual models of aquifer systems and fit-for-purpose, defensible model 
designs and outputs.  

Qualifications 
2004  Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) 
Flinders University, South Australia.  

Thesis: Sources and Fluxes of Water and Salt Below a Regional Groundwater Discharge 
Complex, South Eastern Australia. 

1998 B.Sc. Honours (1st Class) 
Flinders University, South Australia.  

Thesis: Geochemistry and Hydrologic Processes in the Evolution of Hypersaline Brines at a 
Groundwater Discharge Area, Raak Plain, Murray Basin, Australia. 

1997 B.Sc. Science  
Flinders University, South Australia. 

Employment history 

2015-Present 
Principal Hydrogeologist, Innovative Groundwater Solutions Pty Ltd. 

2011 –2015 
Research Associate, National Centre for Groundwater Research and Training, Flinders University 

2004 – 2011 
Hydrogeologist / Senior Hydrogeologist, South Australia Government – Department of Water, Land 
and Biodiversity Conservation  

2004 – 2005 
Postdoctoral Research Fellow, University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, Canada 

2002 – 2004 
Hydrogeologist, South Australia Government – Department of Water, Land and Biodiversity 
Conservation 

1999 – 2004 
PhD Candidate, CSIRO Land and Water, Adelaide, and Flinders University of South Australia 

2002 
Hydrogeologist, Resource & Environmental Management (REM) 



1999 – 2001 
Hydrogeologist, URS Australia Pty. Ltd. (formerly Woodward-Clyde) 

Competencies 
 
Dec 2021:  Provide First Aid (HLTAID011, HLTAID009, HLTAID010), St John 
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